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He said that the Executive Committee of the S. I. L. F. recommended that the leader
be selected by a body consisting of five members from each district. This resolution
he would place before the Confederation for discussion and invite amendments if any.
amendments
Mr. E. V. Ramaswami Naicker moved an amendment that a Working Committee
consisting of five or seven members be elected to guide the policy and programme of
the confederation. He said that having regard to the present political situation, the
coming elections, and the expected reforms as the result of Simon enquiry, it was
expedient and necessary that they should not divide the party on the question of
leadership. In the absence of natural leaders like the late Sir P. Theagaraya Chetti
and the Raja of Panagal it was not wisdom to arouse jealousy among the aspirants
for the leadership and disturb the harmony in the party which was essential in the
conduct of affairs during the next year when Ministry reshufflings were bound to take
place.
Mr. R. K. Shanmugam Chetti proposed :—
"That the President of the Confederation for this year shall be the ex-officip
President under the constitution and as such ex-officio leader of the Party until the
next Confederation meets."
In making this proposal Mr. Shanmugam Chetti said that neither he nor those
who sponsor it were making any serious departure. It was the practice which had
been observed in the Indian National Congress for the last 42 years. Whether this
practice which they were importing into the Confederation's proceedings would
become a permanent feature it was too early at the present moment to say. It was
to get out of the impasse and to remove the stigma that they were a flock without a
leader that they had to resort to the temporary device of electing the President of the
Confederation as the leader of the party for the year.
The president said that he found himself in a very embarrassing position. He never
expected that discussions would take this turn. He was a firm believer in constitu-
tional methods and he thought that the leader of the Party would be elected by them
m a most democratic fashion. In no degree he was responsible for the proposition of
Mr. Shanmugam Chetti. But he had no other way than to agree to abide by the reso-
lution, should it be carried.
The assembly adopted the motion nem con amidst acclamation and Mr. Muni-
swami Naidu was elected the leader for the year.
Two resolutions were then put from the Chair and carried, the other draft resolu-
tions being referred to the Executive Committee for disposal. The resolutions
adopted were as follows :—
3.	Tribute To Jatin Das
"This Confederation places on record its sense of grief .at the heroic sacrifice of
Jatin Das who deliberately laid down his life for the self-respect of the country and
for, tlie abolition of racial discrimination and recognition of the claims of all political
I>ns0ners to just and fair treatment."
4.	Sarda Bill Welcomed
"This Confederation  notes   with satisfaction the passing of the Sarda Bill by the
Central Legislature and holds it as a charter of liberty of Indian womanhood, in so>
as it marks the end of child marriages and worst horrors of widowhood/'
The Confederation then dissolved with the usual vote of thanks.

